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Witnessing to a Hostile Audience
Acts 21:40 - 22:30
Introduction:

I. Paul and the Jews – 21:40—22:30
A. He Won Their Attention – 21:40—22:2
1. With his Hand – 21.40

“So when he had given him permission, Paul stood on the stairs and ﻿﻿motioned with his hand to the people. And when there was a great silence, he spoke to them in the ﻿﻿Hebrew language, saying,”
He didn’t try to shout over them. When there was a great silence. It didn’t happen right away, but it did happen. 

2. With his Humility – 22:1
“Brethren ﻿﻿and fathers, hear my defense before you now.” 
He asked permission to speak; the right to speak is earned and/or granted, especially if you are on their territory.
3. With his Hebrew – 22:2

“And when they heard that he spoke to them in the ﻿﻿Hebrew language, they kept all the more silent.”
The “Hebrew” here is Aramaic, a dialect of Hebrew. The scholars of Judaism used the Hebrew, but the laymen knew only the Aramaic well enough for conversation.
Paul was born a Jew. In Phil 3:5, listing the things of which he might boast, His first item is:
Circumcised the eighth day means: He was not a proselyte, circumcised later in life, likw Ishmaelite, circumcised at age 13. But a Jew, circumcise at 8 days. He was a Jew.

So he spoke in the language of the Jews, Hebrew.
B. He Held their Interest – 22:3-21
1. How he Served Judaism – 22:3-5

a. Jewish by family – 22:3a
“Then he said: ﻿﻿“I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia.”
 Both father and mother are Jewish, but he was born in the dispersion, not in Jerusalem.
b. Jewish by Education – 22:3b

“but brought up in this city ﻿﻿at the feet of ﻿﻿Gamaliel, taught ﻿﻿according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, and ﻿﻿was zealous toward God ﻿﻿as you all are today.”
He had a strict education there in Jerusalem, under one of the greatest teachers, Gamaliel. He learned the Mosaic Law. He was zealous for the Mosaic Law.
c. Jewish by Faith – 22:4-5
“prisons both men and women, as also the high priest bears me witness, and ﻿﻿all the council of the elders, ﻿﻿from whom I also received letters to the brethren, and went to Damascus ﻿﻿to bring in chains even those who were there to Jerusalem to be punished.”
Way = the church. Paul put people in prison. Some were killed. The High Priest could verify, they ordered the persecution. This was barely 25 years ago AD 33. Annas was still living at this time. He died in AD 66.
2. How he Now Serves Jesus – 22:6-21

a. Jesus Confronted Him – 22:6-9
1) The light – 6 {Chapter 9} (Sermons # 14 and 15)
“Now ﻿﻿it happened, as I journeyed and came near Damascus at about noon, suddenly a great light from heaven shone around me.”
Remember the discussion about what that light was? -- A reflection off a metal roof – Epilepsy -- Sunstroke
2) The Lord – 22:7-9

“And I fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?’ So I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’ And He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting.’ “And ﻿﻿those who were with me indeed saw the light ﻿﻿and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice of Him who spoke to me.”
Jesus of Nazareth – occurs 7 times in Acts. Paul does not change the identifying name; even though it is offensive to them. “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46)
There seems to be a mistake here. When Luke wrote about Paul’s conversion in the third person, He wrote that the men with Paul were “Hearing the voice (9:7)
Here in 22:9, quoting Paul’s words, he writes, that “they did not hear the voice”
And ﻿﻿the men who journeyed with him stood speechless,

Acts 9:7 “hearing a voice but seeing no one.”
Acts 9:7   ἀκούοντες  φωνῆς  = to hear the sound  
Acts 22:9 οὐκ ἤκουσαν φωνὴν = to understand the words
Acts 22:9 “but they did not hear the voice.”
b. Jesus Commanded Him – 22:10-16

1) His first steps – 22:10-11

a) His question – 22:10
“So I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’ 

In chapter 9 we pointed out that Paul believed and received eternal life on the Damascus road.
Here he is not speaking of salvation (justification):
· Paul had been told that He was the crucified, resurrected Jesus and he believed it.
· Paul called Jesus, “Lord”
· “all the things … for you to do” (v11) could not be true of salvation.
· Ananias did not tell Paul to believe that is the only way you can be saved.
b) The answer – 22:10b -11

“And the Lord said to me, ‘Arise and go into Damascus, and there you will be told all things which are appointed for you to do. And since I could not see for the glory of that light, being led by the hand of those who were with me, I came into Damascus.”
His first step was. “Go to Damascus”. Often God gives one step at a time. When you get to your “Damascus” you will hear the next step.
2) His further steps – 22:12-15
a) Ananias restored his vision – 22:12-13﻿
“Then ﻿﻿a certain Ananias, a devout man according to the law, ﻿﻿having a good testimony with all the ﻿﻿Jews who dwelt there, came to me; and he stood and said to me, ‘Brother Saul, receive your sight.’ And at that same hour I looked up at him.”
Paul is qualifying Ananias before these Jews
· A devout man according to the law
· A good testimony with all Jews

He called Paul “brother.” He considered Paul a believer.
b) Ananias revealed his vocation – 22:14-15
“Then he said, ﻿﻿‘The God of our fathers ﻿﻿has chosen you that you should ﻿﻿know His will, and ﻿﻿see the Just One, ﻿﻿and hear the voice of His mouth. ﻿﻿For you will be His witness to all men of ﻿﻿what you have seen and heard.”
Paul had been chosen to know His will:
· See the Just One – Jesus (7:52) -- This was necessary to be an Apostle. Acts 1:22 one of these must ﻿﻿become a witness with us of His resurrection.” 

I Corinthians 1:9 -- “Am ﻿﻿I not an apostle? Am I not free? ﻿Have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? ﻿Are you not my work in the Lord?
﻿﻿15:8 -- “Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 
· “Hear His voice” - Paul was taught by the Lord, Himself (Gal. 1:17). This allows time for these instruction, although it probably did not last for the entire 3 years.
Witness what you see and hear. In the absence of the complete, inspired New Testament, it was necessary that there be competent, eyewitnesses to verify the truth of the resurrection of Jesus.
That is what John writes in his First Epistle:
“That ﻿﻿which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have ﻿﻿seen with our eyes, ﻿﻿which we have looked upon, and ﻿﻿our hands have handled, concerning the ﻿﻿Word of life— ﻿﻿the life ﻿﻿was manifested, and we have seen, ﻿﻿and bear witness, and declare to you that eternal life which was ﻿﻿with the Father and was manifested to us— that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, (1 John1:1-3)
3) His final steps – 22:16
“And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, ﻿﻿and wash away your sins, ﻿﻿calling on the name of the Lord.’ 

Remember that Paul is a Palestinian Jew. We have already seen in Acts 2:37-38 they had to repent of their sins to avoid the judgment of God coming on Jerusalem.  John was first to warn them to repent and to receive the coming Savior, Messiah/King. 
On the day of Pentecost 3,000 believed. If they believed, what did they receive? -Salvation and eternal life.
Then they asked, “What shall we do?”  In verse 38 Peter told them to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus. Their sins would be forgiven and they would receive the Holy Spirit.
We have another example of Palestinian Jews in Acts 8:12. They were baptized in the name of Jesus, again “for the remission of sins”
Then Peter and John came down and laid hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit. We have only one other group of Palestinian Jews left.  One other group of Palestinian Jews we found in Acts 19 (S-37) - The same is true of them.

c. Jesus Commissioned Him – 22:17-22
1) He broke his will – 22:17-20

a) Paul’s devotion – 22:17
“Now ﻿﻿it happened, when I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in the temple, that I was in a trance 

b) Paul’s desire – 22:18-20
i) God’s purpose – 22:18
“and ﻿﻿saw Him saying to me, ﻿﻿‘Make haste and get out of Jerusalem quickly, for they will not receive your testimony concerning Me.’
Paul’s departure from Jerusalem, according to 9:29-30, was because of the advice of Christian brothers. Actually a combination of divine revelation (22:17-18) and human direction led Paul to go to Tarsus. 
ii) Paul’s plea – 22:19-20

“So I said, ‘Lord, ﻿﻿they know that in every synagogue I imprisoned and ﻿﻿beat those who believe on You. ﻿﻿And when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I also was standing by ﻿﻿consenting ﻿﻿to his death, and guarding the clothes of those who were killing him.’ 

Paul apparently thought that his zeal for the Law would impress the Jews he would be able to convince them with the old argument: “I used to believe what you believe, now I am more enlightened.
Let me tell you how it really is.” God wasn’t impressed with it and they would not have been either. He said, in effect, “What part of “get out” don’t you understand?”
2) He showed him the world – 22:21

“Then He said to me, ‘Depart, ﻿﻿for I will send you far from here to the Gentiles.’” 

Your mission field is not here but far away among the Gentiles.
C. He Felt Their Fury – 22:22-23
1. From their Words – 22:22

“And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their voices and said, ﻿﻿“Away with such a fellow from the earth, for ﻿﻿he is not fit to live!” 

“This word” is the word “Gentiles” They wanted nothing to do with him after that, “Away with him.”
2. From their Works – 22:23
“Then, as they cried out and ﻿﻿tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air,”
These actions speak far more loudly than their words. These actions showed that the Jews in Jerusalem had irrevocably refused the gospel of Jesus Christ and had sealed their fate. In less than 15 years Jerusalem would be a pile of rubble by the hand of God through Titus the Roman. 

The jailer had to take him inside to stop the riot.
II. Paul and the Jailer – 22:24-30

A. The Jailer’s Dilemma – 22:24-28
1. He did not Know what Paul had Said – 22:24
“the commander ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should be examined under scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him.”
Scourging was more than beating. Paul had had those. The scourge was made up of many straps with bits of metal and bone in the end. It would tear out chunks of flesh with each stroke. Jesus endured scourging (Matt. 27:26). The point was to get the truth out of the prisoner.
2. He did not Know where Paul Stood – 22:25-28
a. Paul’s Word of Caution – 22:25-26
“And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the centurion who stood by, ﻿﻿“Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” When the centurion heard that, he went and told the commander, saying, “Take care what you do, for this man is a Roman.” 

Romans were exempt from scourging. Anyone how did this to a Roman was in serious trouble.
b. Paul’s Word of Confirmation – 22:27-28
“Then the commander came and said to him, “Tell me, are you a Roman?”  He said, “Yes.” The commander answered, “With a large sum I obtained this citizenship.” And Paul said, “But I was born a citizen.” 

Again, Paul was not a “Johnny come lately” He was born a Roman just as he was born a Jew.
B. The Jailer’s Dread – 22:29
﻿“Then immediately those who were about to examine him withdrew from him; and the commander was also afraid after he found out that he was a Roman, and because he had bound him.”
Even to bind a Roman for scourging was against Roman law.

C. The Jailer’s Decision – 22:30
﻿“The next day, because he wanted to know for certain why he was accused by the Jews, he released him from his bonds, and commanded the chief priests and all their council to appear, and brought Paul down and set him before them. 

Paul will get a full trial in front of chief priests and the Sanhedrin.
Conclusion:
Paul’s witness before the Jews did not win many converts. But he did give a witness. Remember that we are not responsible to save people – that’s the work of the Holy Spirit. We are responsible to give them the message in as clear and convincing way as possible. Then leave the results to God. Don’t get in God’s way.

